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The Peruvian government anticipates food shortages in coming months due to lack of resources
to finance imports. Consequently, President Alan Garcia's administration has begun appealing
for increased food donations from the US, Spain, France and other western nations. In late
October, Tom Alcedo, the local CARE representative, told the New York Times: "People have
been overwhelmed by the crisis. Food distribution has become the most important aspect of our
program because the country is facing an extraordinary threat." CARE channels US food donations
to developing countries. Josephine Gilman, a British health worker who runs a program monitoring
5,000 families in Lima slum, told the Times: "Chronic undernourishment affects over 40% of the
population, but acute malnutrition, which normally goes down at this time of year, is suddenly
rising. People have dropped milk from their diets, and they're down to one meal a day." For the past
decade, communal or people's kitchens have become part of the Peruvian social welfare system. In
Lima alone, 1,500 such kitchens are in operation. As a result of the country's severe economic crisis,
clientele for the communal kitchens has suddenly increased. Recently, the government created the
National Program for Food Assistance designed to ensure subsistence for 400,000 of the most needy
families (about 2 million people) through distribution of food baskets or food stamps. (Basic data
from New York Times, 10/30/88)
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